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Conſider your Ways, Hag. i. 5. 
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CONDUCT or LIFE 
| RULE I. 


HATEVERyou at any Time intend 
to do, conſider the End which you 
therein propoſe to yourſelf, and be 
ſure that it be always really good, 
or at leaſt innocent. He who does any Thing, 
and knows not why or wherefore, acts fooliſhly: 
And he who aims at an unlawful End, acts wick- 
edly, which is the worſt fort of Folly. If you are 
careful always to obſerve this fundamental Rule, 
| you will thereby avoid many Sins which would 
| diſturb your Conſcience, and alſo many trifling 
Actions which would tend to your Diſcredit, or 
| perhaps trouble your Repoſe. 


Rurx II. When you have thus fixed upon a 
proper End to aim at in each Action, then 5 
der not only what are the lawful Means to be uſed 
in order to this End, but alſo how, and in what 
; manner, theſe Means are beſt to be applied and 

made uſe of, That which is unlawful ought 
not to be done, even for the obtaining of a good 
End: And Means, in themſelves Neuf bare often 
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failed of S ucceſs, for want of Prudence in the 
Management of them. 
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RulzE III. When you are ſeeking for a good 
End, proper Means, and the right Way of uſing 
them, remember that the Knowledge of all this 
muſt not reſt in idle Speculation, or plauſible 
Diſcourſe; but ought to be effectually reduced to 
Practice, as often as you have an Opportunity for 
it, That Man who thinks wiſely, and diſcourſes 


judiciouſly, is never to be excuſed, if his Prac- 


tice, when there is Occaſion for it, is not anſwer- 
able to his Thoughts' and Words. To him that 
knoweth good, and doeih it not, to him it is Sin. 
And that Servant who knew his Lord's Will, and 
prepared not himſelf, neither did according to» his 
Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes, James iv. 
17. Luke xii. 47. Take the Sum and Subſtance 
of theſe three Rules in ſhort. Let the End you 
aim at be always good. Be vigorous in making 
uſe of the proper Means for the compaſſing of 
ſuch an End. And indoing this be always very 
circumſpect. If you proceed after this Manner, 
you will certainly obtain the great End you 


propoſe to yourſelf in the Life to come: And 


if you fall ſhort of ſome Things which you deſire 


In this World, you will have this Comfort, that 


Gop thinks fit to deny them to you, not for any 
Fault of yours, but for other good Reaſons, 
which he knows, though you do not. 


Rur IV, Since our Life here is ſhort and un- 
certain, and the Pleaſures of it are always inter- 
mixed with Doubts, Fears, and Sorrows of one 


Kind or other; and ſince after it there is a Life 


to come which is to laſt to Eternity : a wile Man 
will never propoſe the Joys, Pleaſures, or Pro- 
ſperity of this tranſitory World, as the ultimate 
End of all, or indeed of any of his Actions; _ 
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will always look beyond it, and make it his great 
| Buſineſs to ſecure his Happineſs in that other Life, 
upon which he muſt ſoon and unavoidably enter. 
O that they were wiſe, that they under/tcod tbis: 
that they wculd con/id:y their latter End ! Deut. 
xxxii. 29. So teach us to number our Days, that 
we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſdom, Pſal. xc. 
12. Eternity is an End beyond which there can 
be nothing: And therefore whilſt we have 
Time, we ought to make due Proviſion for it: 
This being the only true Wiſdom. 


Rur E V. Since Death is the only unavoidable 
Paſſage into Eternity, a wiſe Man will make it 
the conſtant Buſineſs of his Life that he may die 
well, and that Death may prove to him a Paſſage 
not into eternal Miſery, but into everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs. Whoever is careleſs of this, it had been 
much better for him never to have been born. 


Ru VI. The only ſure Way thus to die well, 
and at Peace with Gob, 1s to live well. It is a 
fooliſh Thing to rely upon what is very impro- 
perly called a Death-bed Repentance, to which 
Gop has made no Promiſe. Repentance conſiſts 
in a Reformation of Life; and what an abſurd 
Thing is it for a Man to pretend to reform his 
Life, when his Life itſelf is juſt at an End. 


Rure VII. To live well is to be conſtantly 
obedient to Gop's Commands, and never willing 
to do or deſire any Thing that is contrary to any 
of them. And in order to this you muſt be care- 
ful to know what theſe Commands are, and to 
form a right Notion of every one of them; with- 
out which you cannot giye due Obedience to 
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them. For which Reaſon, if you have had the 
Advantage of a goodEducation, it is yourDuty ts 
make yourſelf thoroughly acquainted with the 
Holy Scriptures, where all Gop's Commands are 
plainly recorded and ſet forth. If you are wholly 
illiterate, it is then your Duty to make the beſt 
Enquiry you can, what are the ſeveral Things 
which Gop, your ſupreme Lord and Judge, re- 
quires from you, Mbat ſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 


are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever 


Things are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good 
Report; if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, think on theſe Things, Phil. iv. 8. 


RuLe VIII. Arm yourſelf, and often beg of 
Gop to Arm you, with a fixed and firm Reſolu- 
tion, that neither Hope, nor Fear, nor Shame, nor 
Hatred, norLove of oy Perſon or Thing, ſhall at 
any Time prevent you from doing what you know 
to be your Duty, or prevail with you to commit 
what you know or believe to be a Sin. Reaſon 
is the Rudder wherewith you are to ſteer your 
Courſe, and Religion the Compaſs by which you 
are to guide it: But Reſolution is the Wind that 


will ſet you forward, without which your Sails 


will often flag. Every Morning therefore beg of 
Gop to inſtil this Reſolution into you, and often 
renew it in the Courſe of each Day. Fear net 
them which kill the Bedy, but are not able to kill 
the Soul: But rather fear Him, who is able to de- 
ffrey both Soul and Bedy in Hell, Matth. x. 28. 
WYheſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of myWords, 
in this adulicrous and ſinful Generation, of bim alſo 
ſhall the Son of Man be «ſhamed, when he cometh in 
the Glory of bis Father with the boly Angels, Mark 
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Rur xs for the Conduct of Lirs. 7 


viii. 38. I have ſworn, and I will perform il, 


that I will keep thy rigbieous Judgments, Plal. 


cxix, 106. We ought to obey God rather than Men, 
Acts v. 29, | 


RvuLe IX. Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
that they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven, Matth, v. 16. But 
take notPraiſe to yourſelfof any Thing which you 
do. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
thy Name give Glory, Plal, cxv. 1. Who maketh 
thee to differ from another? and what haſt thou 
that thou didſt not receive? now if theu didſt re- 
ceive it, hy doſt thou glory as if thou badſt not 
received it? 1 Cor. iv. 7.. To deſerve the Love 
and Good-will of thoſe who know you, may well 
be a Satisfaction, and in many Caſes, of uſe to 
you. But the Praiſe of Men is an empty Bubble, 
and ſo far from being of any real Benefit, that it 
ſerves only to puff up thoſe who are fond of it 
with Pride and Vanity, and thereby make them 
odious to Gop, and deſpicable in the Sight even 
of thoſe who praiſe them. 


Rulx X. Take Care to fix right Principles 
well in your Mind ; for want of which Men are 
often inconſiſtent and unſteady in their Actions, 
and uneaſy to themſelves and others. And when 
you have well fixed your Principles, be ſure al- 
ways to ſpeak and act according to them; and 
never to vary from them for the Sake of Party, or 
any other worldly Conſideration, For thus doing, 
Gon, your own Conſcience, and geod Men, will 
approve you: And you ought.not to be moved 
at the Cenſures of Fools or wicked Men. 


RuLs 
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Rvre XI. Whatever you do or ſpeak, let it 


always de done in its proper Order, and in a ſuit» 
able Manner. Let that which is of the greateſt Im- 
portance be firſt taken care of. Serk ye firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, Matth. v1. 
33. Let ſerious Things be ſpoken and done ſeri- 
ouſly. Let good and friendly Offices be perform- 
ed with Charity, and Good-will, not grudgingly 
or of Neceſſity. And the like may be ſaid of all 
other your Words and Actions, which, when 
they are not only good, but alſo ſuitable to the 
Importance which they do, or ought to carry in 
them, are pleaſant to be ſeen and obſerved. But 
when there is a Difagreement between the Thing 
ſpoken or done, and the Manner of ſpeaking or 


doing it, it becomes more or leſs offenſive, and 
ſometimes ridiculous. 


RuLe XII. Be in Reality what you are willing 
to be thought to be. Every Man deſires to be 
thought honeſt, juſt, and virtuous, that thereby he 
may gain Love and Good - will from all that know 
him. Now the only ſure Way to be thought ſo 
is really to be ſo. Hypocrily may for a while de- 
ceive the World; but in a little Time it will be 
detected, and render an Hypocrite odious te 
Men, as he always is to Gop. 


RuLe XIII. Be in Charity with all Men; that 
is, fill your Heart with a ſincere Love for all Man- 
kind, Friends, Strangers, and even Enemies, if you 
have any. If you cannot always do this for their 
Sakes who are of the ſame Nature with you, yet do 
it for the Sake of Gop your Creator, who com- 
mands it; and of CHRIST your Redeemer, who 
| whilſt 
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{whilſt we were yet Sinners, and thereby Ene- 
mies, died for us. Root out from your Mind 
all Envy, Malice, Hatred, and III- nature. 
Theſe are the Storms and Tempeſts of the Soul, 
and the chief Cauſes of all the Diſturbances in 
the World. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and 
Anger, and Clamour, and evil Speaking, be put away 
from you with all Malice. And be ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Chriſt” s Sake hath forgiven you, Eph. iv. 
31, 32. Particularly never be angry with a Man, 
and much leſs hate him, for being of a different 
Perſuaſion from you in Matters of Religion. The 
Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 
unto all, Men, patient in Meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe 
| that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. In many 
Caſes you innocently may, and ſometimes you 
' ought, by lawful Means to defend yourſelf from 
an Injury: But never do or ſay any Thing be- 
yond what is neceſſary for your own juſt Defence, 
or by Way of Revenge. For Vengeance is the 
Lord's, and be will repay it. Be not therefore over 
come of Evil, but overcome Evil with Good, Rom. 
' xii, 19, 21. Scarce any Man is capabie of ha- 
ting another, who, he finds, fincerely loves him. 
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q RuLe XIV. Affability, and innocent Chearful- 
9 neſs in Converſation, very much tend to maintain 
Good-will and Agreement among thoſe who con- 

verſe together. Let it therefore always be your 
4 Care, in whatever Company you are, that your 
1 Diſcourſe, in your Turn, be rational, eaſy, and 
i inoffenſive. Abſtain from all biting and ſaty- 
q rical Jeſts and Speeches, which will be remem- 
bered by others, when they are forgotten by you. 
B There 
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There is no Man but will take it ill to be ſet in 
an odious or ridiculous Light, although it be 
but in Sport. 


own Mind, and gain you the Good-will of all 
that know you. Remember the Fortune you 
enjoy is not your own, but Gop's. He is the 
Proprietor, you are only the Steward of it, and 
muſt one Day give a ſtrict Account of your 
Stewardſhip, If therefore in your Accounts, 
there may be many large Articles of Things 
that are unneceſſary, and might have been 
ſpared, and but a few ſmall ones for the Re- 


lief of the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the Wi- 


dows, can you ever hope to receive the Reward 
of 2 faithful Steward or Servant? 


Rule XVI. Be well content with your own 
Condition, whatloever it be. Endeavour by ho- 
u ſt Labour and Induſtry, to make your Circum- 
flances better than they are, for the Good both 
of yourſelf and others, But if ſuch your Endea- 
vour- do not meet with Succeſs, or if heavy 
Affliction, bear hard upon you, remember that 
Cop governs the World by a particular Provi- 
dance, That a Sparrow does not fall to the Ground 
2ithout him, Mutt. x. 29. That whom the Lord 
toveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom 
be receivelh ; that it i; good for us to be afflifted, 
hat we may learn his Statutes, Pſal. cxix. 71. 
Remeinber all this, and more that might be added, 
both from Reaſon and Holy Scripture, » 
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in the like Purpoſe. Bear your Afflictions pati- 


ently, and make the right Uſe of them, and 
hope for a bleſſed Reward in the Lite to come. 


| Rute XVII. Engage yourſelf in no more 
/ Buſineſs than what you find yourſelf able to go 
through with. The want of this Caution has 
| made the Life of many a Man uneaſy and un- 
happy, and involved his Family and Friends 
1 in numberleſs Troubles and Perplexities. 


| Rure XVIII. Meddle not with the Affairs of 

| any other Man, which do not belong to you, 
except it be at his own Deſire, to do him a cha- 

| ritable or friendly Office ; and this without = 

|; ing any Manner of Wrong to another. It is 

| very unacceptable Thing to be a Buſy-body in 

other Mens Matters, either by Word or Deed, 
T herefore ſtudy to be quiet, and do your own Bu- 


| | Jeſs, 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. 


g RulLE XIX. Engage not in any Party-Quar- 


rels (whether public or private) any farther than 
the Laws of Go or your Country oblige you, 
leſt you be cruſhed between them. Exerciſaæ 
your ſelf to have always a Conſcience void of Of- 
fence toward God and toward Men, Acts xxiv. 
16. This will give you Qdibtneſs in your own 
Mind ; and the Fault will not be your's, if you 
are not at Peace with all Men; which will be a 


great Satisfaction to you. 


RuLz XX. Fly from the firſtMotions of every 
Temptation to Sin; and take Sanctuary in good 


Thoughts, good Books, or good and virtuous 
| B 2 Company- 
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Company. The ſureſt Way to keep yourſelf unde 


8 


pure and unſpotted, is to fly from Lemptation. it, 2 
If you cannot fly from it, call Gop to your Aſ- g plea 
ſiſtance, and arm yourſelf with a firm Reſolution feat. 
to reſiſt it; and always be upon your Guard, that to 
you be not ſurpriſed, Walch and pray, that ye Pre 
enter not into Temptation. The Spirit indeed is 

willing, tut the Fleſh is weak, Matt. xxvi. 41. It 

is much ſafer not tobe wounded, than afterwards ab 
to be healed with a Scar left behind; and to keep 0 


your Enemy at a Diſtance, than to engage with 1 
him when the Victory is uncertain. | ; 

Rur XXI. Lead not an idle Life, but be ; 
conſtantly employed in ſome honeſt Buſineſs, | 


others. Idleneſs will betray you into many Evils 
and Inconveniences : For the Spirit of Man is of 
an active Nature, and rather than be altogether 
idle, will be apt to employ. itſelf in that which 
1s Evil. Nor does a Man ever lie more open to 
Temptation, than when he has nothing at all to 
do. If therefore you would keep yourſelf in- 
nocent, you muſt-be careful to keep yourſelf al- 
ways employed, For, beſides that Idleneſs 
would prove a Snare to you, it is a Shame and a 
Sin, when there is ſo much of Gop's Work to be 
done in the World, that any Man, who pretends 


| 
whereby you may do Good both to yourſelf and | 
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. to be his Servant, ſhould ſtand till, and not put 
| his helping Hand towards carrying it on. 

| I Rur XXII. Be not ſſothful in Buſineſs, Rom. 

1 xii. 2. For that is much the ſame with Idleneſs, 

1 and ſometimes worſe than it. But when you have 


a fair Proſpect of doing what is good, and rightly 
Pe 2 derſtand 
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underftand the Ways and Means of performing 
it, go on with Reſolution until you have com- 
pleated it. You may poſſibly be ſometimes de- 
teated in a good Purpoſe : But it is your Duty 


to attempt it whenever you find a reaſonable 
Probability of Succeſs. | 


RulE XXIII. When you find yourſelf well 
able to do a good Thing without the Aſſiſtance 
of any one but Gop, never put it or any Part of 
it off to be done by any other Man, of whoſe 
Honeſty, Sufficiency and Induſtry you cannot 
be ſo ſure, as, in ſuch a Caſe, you may be of 
your own. But if you find that you want the 
Help of others, let not the Vanity of having all 
the Praiſe to yourſelf make you decline it; leſt 
the Good you aim at may thereby be loſt. 

RuLe XXIV. When you find yourſelf able to 
perform a good Work To-day, do not put it off 
till To-morrow. Many a good Undertaking 
has failed by unneceſſary Delay. Thou knoweſt 
not what ſhall be on the Morrow, nor what a Day 
may bring forth ; therefore whatſoever thy Hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy Might, James iv. 

14—Prov. xxvil. 1.—Eccleſ. ix. 10. 

Lawful Gain may and ought to be made of 
the Buſineſs which you engage in. For without 
this, few Men would be able to ſupport themſelves 
and their Families, or do much Good to others. 
But Greedineſs after Gain is a miſchievous Thing. 
They that will be rich, fall into Temptation, and a 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts,which 
droum Men in Deftruftion and Perdition ; for ibe 
Love of Money is the Root of all Evil, 1 Tim. vi. 

9,10, 
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9, 10. Among other Qualifications of a righte- 
ous Man, this is one, T hat he deſpiſeth the Gain of 
Oppreſſions, Ila. xxxiii, 15, That is to ſay, all 
Gaia but what is juſt and honeſt, Gain is a very 
ſtrong Temptation, againſt which therefore you 
muſt be very watchful, and upon your Guard. 


RuLE XXV. If very much Buſineſs unavoid- 
ably comes at once upon you, be not diſcour- 
aged, for that will make you negligent ; but 
conſider how to put it in the beſt Order, that 
one Thing may be done after another, or with- 
out hindering each other. 


RuLeXXVI. Be always a good Manager of 
your Time, and lay hold of each Opportunity 
that offers, for the doing whatever is neceſſary 
to be done. If you neglect a proper Opportunity, 
you may not. perhaps meet with it again; where- 
as by dexterouſly laying hold of it, whenever it 
offers, you will be able to diſpatch much Buſi- 
neſs in a little Time; and if you accuſtom your- 
ſelf to riſe early, you will find that you have 
Time enough to do all the Buſineſs that you 
have to do ; and much more than Perſons who 
riſe lace will think poſſible to be done. 


RuLEXXVII. Always conſider the probable 
Conſequences of what you intend to do; that 
you may guard againſt thoſe that are evil or in- 
convenient, A Thing may at firſt Sight look 
very plauſible, but if you look well to what 
may follow from it, you may find good Reaſons 
for laying it aſide, or at leaſt for altering your 
Meaſures, NO | 
"IE Rulr 
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Rur XXVIII. Conſult with yourſelf, and 
with others who are knowing and honeſt, about 
every Thing of Moment which you are to un- 
dertake ; but waſte not that Time in unprefitable 
Talk about it, which may be better employed, 
in doing it. Thought is quick; and when a 
wiſe Man is once well informed (of which he 
will take Care) he will not be long in deliberat- 
ing what is beſt to be done : But many a good 
Opportunity has been loſt, by too much Con- 
ſultation about it. A wiſe Man thinks much, 
which is ſoon done, but ſpeaks no more than 
what is neceſſary, being a good Huſband of his 
Time, which is very precious. 


RulE XXIX. Where you are not able to 
finiſh a Buſineſs without the Help of others, 
call in ſpeedily ſuch Perſons to your Aſſiſtance 
as are fit to be employed in it. The more 
Hands are employed, the more Work is done ; 
provided they are managed in ſuch good Order, 
as not to be an Hindrance to one another. 


RuLE XXX. Take ſome proper Times to re- 
lax your Thoughts from all Buſineſs, that you 
may be the better able to return to it. A heavy 
Load, conſtantly borne without any, Intermiſſion, 
will waſte your Strength, and make you unfit for 
every Thing. And at ſuch Seaſons as theſe, 

Divert yourſelf with reading ſome pleaſant and 
innocent Books, which at the ſame Time may 
entertain and inſtru you, without much Labour, 
or Thought. But beware of all ſuch Books, 
Poems, Pictures, &c. as are profane, lewd, or 

| | diebauched. 
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debauched. Theſe may well be compared to pa- 
latable Poiſon, There may be Wit in them, but 
if you read them they will inſenſibly corrupt 
both your Morals and Principles, 

Or entertain yourſelf with a few agreeable 
Friends, ſuch as are ſocial, good-humoured, and 
ſenſible ; whoſe Converſation and Behaviour may 
enliven your Spirits, without the leaſt Danger of 
corrupting your Heart. But ſhun Flatterers, 
who, for ſome little Ends of their own, will ſooth 
and encourage you in every Thing you ſay or do, 
whether it be right or wrong, 

Or uſe moderate Exerciſe, of ſuch kind as is 
moſt agreeable to you, moſt ſuited to your Con- 
ſtitution, and moſt conducive to your Health, 

Or there may be no Harm in ſometimes amuſ- 
ing yourſelf at any of the cuſtomary Games of 
Chance and Skill, with an agreeable Friend or 
two. But never play for any Thing that is con- 
ſiderable, or more than you or your Friend may 
win or loſe without any Manner of concern. 
Remember it is deſigned to be Diverſion, not 
Buſineſs. If it employs too much of your Time 
or Thought, or provokes your Paſſions, it 
changes its Nature, loſes its End, and ceaſes ta 
be innocent. 


RuLe XXXI. At all Times keep your Paſ- 
ſions under your Command. Let them ever be 
guided by your Reaſon, but never be a Guide to 
it. Like Fire and Water, they are good Servants 
but very bad Maſters. And if you ſuffer them 
to lead your Reaſon, they will often betray you 
th fay and do ſuch Things, as will hurt yourſelf, 
diſoblige 
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diſoblige your Friends, create yout Enemies, 
and expoſe you to Scorn and Contempt. 


Ro L EF XXXII. Take Care of your Health, for 
the Sake of your Relations and Dependants, as 
well as for your own Sake: And for that Reaſon, 
as well as upon a Principle of Coſcience, be 
ſtrictly ſober and temperate in Eating and Drink- 
ing. Intemperance is the Cauſe of many Diſeaſes. 
Sickneſs is always a melanchol y Condition; but 
moſt of all ſo, when it is cauſed 6 a Man's own 
Irregularity or Intemperance. 


RuLEXXXIII. Be very cautious what Sort of 
Friendſhips and Acquaintance you contract, The 
Character and Succeſs of your whole Life in a great 
Meaſure depends upon it. Become not familiar 
on any Account with ignorant, empty, or vicious 
Perſons, from whom you can learn nothing but 
Vice or Folly. Enter not jn the Path of the wick- 
ed, and go not into the Way of evil Men: Avoid it, 
paſs not ty it, turn from it, and poſs away, Prov. 
iv. 14, 15. But endeavour-as much as you can, 
always to keep company with Men of the beftRe- 
putation for Integrity and Knowledge in their re- 
ſpective Stations and Callings. Afociating with 
ſuch Perſons will be of real Service to you, eſtab- 
Iiſh your Credit in the World, and contribute to 
your Improvement both in Wiſdom and Virtue, 


RuLe XX XIV, Be diſpoſed to comply with all 
the innocent Cuſtoms and Manners of the Place 
where you live, and the Company that you keep, 
as far as you can with Prudence: But be ſure that 
they are innocent; and follow not a Multicude to 
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do Evil. Remember that you are a Chriſtiaa, 
and be neither aſhamed nor afraid to ſpeak and 
act like one upon all Occaſions. Be ready to give 
an Anſwer to every Man that aſtetb you a Reaſon 
of the Hape that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 15. Neither 
affecting to be thought a Saint, nor dreading to be 
deemed a Hypocrite by any Man for ſo doing. 
But be not fond of entering into Debates about 
controverted or myſterious Points of Religion,of 
which you may be wholly ignorant without any 
Hazard of your Salvation. Such Diſputes often 
do great Harm, and ſeldom do any Good. 


RuLEXXX V. HaveGo in all your Thoughts; 
ſtudy to know and do his Will, and be inſtant 
in Prayer to Him, through the Mediation of 
our Lord Jesus ChRIST, tor the Aſſiſtance of 
his holy Spirit to preſerve and direct you. 


As 
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As great Inconveniences daily accrue to Maj- 
ters from omitting the Payment of the Stamp 
Duties within the Time limited by Act of 
Parliament, the following Extras are re- 
commended to their Peruſal. 


8 ANNE, Chap. 9. 


HERE ſnall be paid the Duty of 6d. for 
. © every 208. of every Sum of ol. or under, 
and the Sum of 18. for every 20s. of every Sum 
above gol. given with any Apprentice, and pro- 
portionably for greater or leſſer Sums, to be 


paid by the Maſter, Sett. 32. 


And where any Thing, not being Money, 
ſhall be given with ſuch Apprentice, the Duties 
ſhall be anſwered for the Value thereof. Set. 45. 


But this ſhall not extend to any Apprentice 
put out at the common Charge of any Pariſh or 
Townſhip ; or out of any public Charity. Sect, 
40. | AS 


The full Sum ſhall be inſerted in the Indenture 
in Words at length, and ſhall bear Date on the 
Bay of the Execution, on Pain that the Maſter 
ſhall forfeit double the Sum given with the Ap- 
prentice; Half to the King, and Half, with full 


Coſts, to him that ſhall ſue. Sect. 35. 
C 2 And 
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And no ſuch Indenture ſhall be given in Evi- 


dence in any Suit to be brought by any of the 
Parties thereunto, unleſs ſuch Party on whoſe Be- 
half the ſame ſhall be given in Evidence do firſt 
make Oath, That, to the beſt of his Knowled ge, 
the Sum therein inſerted was really and truly all 
that was directly or indirectly to be given with 
ſuch Apprentice. Sect. 43. 


The ſaid Indentures ſhall be brought to the 
Stamp-Office*,to be ſtamped with a Stamp for 
that Purpoſe, and the Duties paid within one 
Month after the Date of the ſaid Indentures, if 
the Maſter lives within the Bills of Mortality ; 
and within two Months, if he lives without the 
Bills. Sect. 36, 37. 


And all ſuch Indentures, wherein ſhall not be 
inſerted the fullS um directly or indirectly given, 
or whereupon the Duties ſhall not be paid, or 
which ſhall not be ſtamped within the time li- 
mited, ſhall be void, and not available in any 
Court or Place, or to any Purpoſe whatſoever ; 
And the Apprentice ſhall have no Privilege of 
Freedom, or uſing his Trade. Sect. 39. 


090 ANNE, Chap. 21. 

If the Maſter ſhall neglect to pay the Duties 
within the Time limited, he ſhall forfeit gol. 
Half to the King, and Half, with full Coſts to 
him that ſhall ſue. Sect. 66. 

| 18 GEORGE 
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18 GEORG EII. Chap. 22. 
If the Maſter hall negle&t to pay the Duties 
as aforeſaid, he ſhall, beſides all other Penalties, 
forfeit double Duty. Sect. 23, 24. 


20 GEORGE II. Chap. 45. 

If any Maſter, having forfeited the double 
Duty, ſhall pay the ſame, and tender the Inden- 
ture to be ſtamped, within two Years after the 
Determination of the Apprenticeſhip, and before 
Suit hath been commenced for the Penalties, the 
Indenture ſhill be valid, and the Penalties. diſ- 
charged, Se, 5. 


And if, after the Maſter ſhall have forfeited: 
the double Duty, the Apprentice ſhall (in the 
Preſence of, or by Writing under his Hand, ſign- 
ed in the Preſence of one Witneſs) require his 
” Mafter to pay the ſame, and the Maſter ſhall 

not do it in three Months; and ſuch Apprentice 
ſhall, at any Time within two Years aſter the De- 
termination of his Apprenticeſhip, pay the double 
Duty, he may in three Months after ſuch Pay- 
ment, demand of his Maſter double the Sum 
contracted for in the Indenture ; and, if not paid 
in three Months after, may recover the fame by 
Action at Law, with full Colts, And the Appren- 
tice, immediately after Payment of the ſaid dou- 
ble Duties (if the Apprenticeſhip ſhall not then | 
be expired) and ſignifying by Writing under his 
Hand, that he deſires to be diſcharged from his 

Apprenticeſhip, ſhall be diſcharged accordingly, 

and ſhall have the ſame Benefit of the Time he 

hath ſerved, as he would have had in Caſe be had 
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been aſſigned or turned over to a new Maſter, 
Set. 6, 7. 


And where any Proſecution ſhall be commenced 
againſt the Maſter for the Penalties, if the Ap- 
prentice ſhall pay the double Duty at any Time 
within twoYears after the End of his Apprentice- 
ſhip, he may thereupon exerciſe his Trade, and 
the Indenture ſhall be valid, and may be given 
in Evidence. Sect. 8. 


Reafons why Maflers ſhould not omit Inrolling 
their Apprentices. 


EVERY Citizen of London, upon his Admif- 

fion into the Freedom thereof, makes Oath, 
that he will inroll his Apprentice, or pay ſuch 
Fine as ſhall be reaſonably impoſed upon him for 
omitting the ſame. And no Perſon is ever ad- 
mitted into the Freedom by Servitude, if he was 
not inrolled, without a Fine of 9s. 2d. being 
paid for ſuch Omiſſion. 


But this Fine is the leaſt Inconvenience accru- 
ing from the Omiſſion of Inrollment. For the 


Apprentice has it thereby in his own Power, with- 


out the Conſent either of Maſter, Parent, or 


Friends, to fue out his Indenture, and be abſo- 


lately diſcharged from his Maſter, during any 


Part of the ſeven Years after the firſt is fully ex- 


pired) without giving any other Reaſon, than that 
he was not inrolled. The Knowledge of this Cuſ- 
tom of London, (which ſomebody or other is ge- 
nerally unkind enough to communicate to ſuch 
Apprentices as arediſpoſed to take Adyantage of 
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it) has proved the Ruin of Hundreds of them; ſor 
being ſen ſible that it is entirely in their Power to 
leave their Service whenever they pleaſe, they too 
often preſume upon it to behave in a pert unbe- 
coming Manner to their Maſters, to neglect their 
Buſineſs, and take to ſuch bad Courſes, as end in 


the Loſs of a Servant to a Maſter, and of a Son 


and Money to a Parent; which in all Probability 


might have been prevented, if the Apprentice 
had been inrolled. 


There are many Citizens who omit inrolling 
their Apprentices, from a Notion, that by ſuck 
Omiſſion they have it in their Power to part with 
them if they ſhould prove diſorderly. But this 
is a great Miſtake z ſince the Maſter can no more 
turn him away when he is not inrolled, than when 
he is. For the Inrollment is no Obligation upon 


the Maſter to keep the Apprentice, more than 
before he was inrolled. 


In either Caſe, if the Apprentice is turned away, 
he has a Right to bring his Action againſt the 
Maſter upon the Covenants of his Indenture. 


N. B, If the Apprentice ſhould refuſe to go 


to the Chamberlain's Office to be Inrolled, che 


Chamberlain, if applied to, will ſummons him to 
appear before him; and if he does not appear 
upon ſuch Summons, or if he ſhould appear, and 
not ſhew ſufficient Caufe why he ought not to be 
inrolled, the Chamberlain will make ſuch an En- 
try in the Books of his Office as will bar the 
Apprentice from diſcharging himſelf. 


24 CauTIONS relating to, &c, 
A COPY of tb: TESTIMONY given by 


every MASTER 7% {he CHAMBERLAIN, 
when le makes his Afprentice Free. 


& you declare upon the Oath you took at 
the Time of your Admiſfion into the Free- 
dom of London, that R. B. did ſerve you 
<« ſeven Years (or ſo ſong as he did ſerve) from 
c the Date of his Indenture, after the Manner of 
*« an Apprentice, «nd according to the Cove- 
<« nants in his Indenture, and in that Time did 
© not marry, nor take Wages to his own Uſe, 
as you know or believe.“ 


N. B. All Perſons, who give falſe Teſtimony, 
forfeit their own Freedom, and are liable to a 
Proſecution. 


All who come to the Chamberlain's Office to 
inroll, turn-over, or make free their Apprenti- 
ces, muſt bring the Copies of their own Free- 
dom with them. 


All Turn-overs not paſſed at theChamberlain's 


Office, are ineffectual and void; and if the Ap- 


Prentice 1s to be turned over by the Reprenſenta- 
tive of a Maſter or Miſtreis deceaſed, the Probate 
or Letters of Adminiſtration muſt be produced. 


By the Cuſtom of London, no Perſon can be 
bound Apprentice under Fourteen, nor above 
Twenty-one Years of Age. 


